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REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-

VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
SENATE AMENDMENT TO HOUSE 
AMENDMENT TO SENATE 
AMENDMENT TO H.R. 1892, HON-
ORING HOMETOWN HEROES ACT 

Mr. SESSIONS, from the Committee 
on Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 115–551) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 734) providing for consideration of 
the Senate amendment to the House 
amendment to the Senate amendment 
to the bill (H.R. 1892) to amend title 4, 
United States Code, to provide for the 
flying of the flag at half-staff in the 
event of the death of a first responder 
in the line of duty, which was referred 
to the House Calendar and ordered to 
be printed. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF SENATE AMENDMENT TO 
HOUSE AMENDMENT TO SENATE 
AMENDMENT TO H.R. 1892, HON-
ORING HOMETOWN HEROES ACT 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 734 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 734 
Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-

lution it shall be in order to take from the 
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 1892) to amend 
title 4, United States Code, to provide for the 
flying of the flag at half-staff in the event of 
the death of a first responder in the line of 
duty, with the Senate amendment to the 
House amendment to the Senate amendment 
thereto, and to consider in the House, with-
out intervention of any point of order, a mo-
tion offered by the chair of the Committee 
on Appropriations or his designee that the 
House concur in the Senate amendment to 
the House amendment to the Senate amend-
ment. The Senate amendment and the mo-
tion shall be considered as read. The motion 
shall be debatable for one hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on 
Appropriations. The previous question shall 
be considered as ordered on the motion to 
adoption without intervening motion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas is recognized for 1 
hour. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, during 
consideration of this resolution, all 
time yielded is for the purpose of de-
bate only. I yield the customary 30 
minutes to the gentlewoman from New 
York (Ms. SLAUGHTER), the ranking 
member of the Rules Committee, pend-
ing which I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 

support of this rule and the underlying 
legislation. The rule provides for con-

sideration of the Senate amendment to 
the House amendment to the Senate 
amendment to H.R. 1892, the Bipartisan 
Budget Act of 2018. 

Mr. Speaker, this 2-year budget 
agreement begins to repair our mili-
tary and frees our armed services from 
the harmful spending caps and the dev-
astating practice of funding our troops 
with stopgap spending bills. It raises 
defense discretionary spending levels 
in fiscal year 2018 by $80 billion and 
nondefense levels by $63 billion, while 
raising fiscal year 2019 levels by $85 bil-
lion and $63 billion respectively. 

I have been told that this will move 
spending levels from 2009 spending lev-
els to 2011 spending levels, consistent 
with what we had done during those pe-
riods of time. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank my colleague for yielding me the 
customary 30 minutes, and I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

We saw a shutdown just over 2 weeks 
ago, and here we are again; I believe 
this is the fifth one since September. 
And since the Republicans control 
every branch of the government, we 
have to wonder what is going on here. 

I stood in this same spot after mid-
night in 2013 and announced that the 
great government of the United States 
was closed for business. At that point, 
they were closed for business for 16 
days, which means all the Federal 
buildings and parks were closed. The 
vendors who had little mom-and-pop 
stores, newspaper kiosks, and things at 
Federal businesses lost all the money, 
a lot of it, people with lunchrooms. The 
estimate was $24 billion was lost to the 
Federal Government. 

As I recall that particular one, that 
was because Senator CRUZ, a Repub-
lican from Texas, didn’t like the Af-
fordable Care Act and apparently was 
not in favor of giving healthcare to the 
American people. 

The first shutdown that occurred 
when I first came here was during the 
Clinton administration, when Speaker 
Gingrich shut down the government of 
the United States because he was un-
happy with the plane seat in Air Force 
One that had been assigned to him. 

And 2 weeks ago, it was blamed on 
the Democrats, which is very strange, 
since the Democrats do not have the 
vote to shut down the House. Only the 
majority has those votes. And this is 
the first shutdown in history, as far as 
we can find, that the group of persons 
who control the House, the Senate, and 
the White House have given themselves 
a shutdown. It is a pretty sad day for 
us. 

So here we are, 3:30 a.m., 31⁄2 hours 
after a government shutdown once 
again. We have really got to stop this. 
I tell you, our fellow Americans are in 
a state of nervous anxiety. The stock 
market dropped 1,000 points in a single 
day, twice this week. We have per-
plexed the entire United States of 
America as well as large parts of the 
world. 

And I would think that a reasonable 
person, looking at all this, would be 
understood to believe that perhaps Re-
publicans are incapable of running the 
government because it is purely, purely 
government by nothing but crisis. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the distin-
guished gentlewoman for her help to 
make sure that the Rules Committee 
effectively and carefully got their work 
done this evening, and I want to thank 
the gentlewoman. I do know it is 3:30 in 
the morning, and the entire com-
mittee, the entire Rules Committee, 
was prepared on both sides, and I thank 
the gentlewoman and the staffs that 
were included. 

Mr. Speaker, Members of Congress 
who are elected by their respective dis-
tricts come to Washington to represent 
their districts. But perhaps, I think, 
more importantly, some bit of those 
people also take into account, not just 
the representation of their district, but 
the pride and authorship they have in 
particular about America, about being 
a part of America and us standing to-
gether. 

Tonight, we are going to have a 
chance to say back to one of our Mem-
bers who has come to Washington, 
D.C., representing her home of Puerto 
Rico, home territory of Puerto Rico, 
and to say back to her that this body 
offered its condolences for the storms 
that happened last year. 

She stood up, representing Puerto 
Rico. She is a former Speaker of the 
House of Puerto Rico. She stands with 
the people of Puerto Rico. She has 
come and visited Member after Member 
after Member to sell to them, not only 
the attributes of how to fix Puerto 
Rico, but came and did the things leg-
islatively. 

With great, great admiration, I will 
tell you that our next speaker, who is 
a member of the Republican majority, 
has really done an outstanding job as a 
brand new Member of this body; and I 
am pleased that we can say tonight, in-
cluded in this package is that disaster 
package that the House passed last, I 
think, October. 

She has worked hard. She has had 
faith and confidence, not only in her 
home territory of Puerto Rico, but in 
her body here, the United States Con-
gress. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with extreme pride 
that I yield 5 minutes to the gentle-
woman from Puerto Rico (Miss 
GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN), the former Speaker 
of the House of Puerto Rico. 

Miss GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN of Puerto 
Rico. Mr. Speaker, I thank the chair-
man for allowing me to support this 
rule that will have, finally, this bill to 
be considered on this floor. 

I think it is important to acknowl-
edge that still, 5 months after the 
storm, after Hurricane Maria and Hur-
ricane Irma hit Puerto Rico and the 
Virgin Islands, 30 percent of Puerto 
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